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Part 1
15 Guidelines for Appropriate Toys
1. In early childhood profession, there is the responsibility of choosing the appropriate toys for children. The first guideline is safety. One needs to consider how safe a child is when playing with a toy. Some toys are harmful than others, hence the need to consider safety standards (Miller, 1993). 
2. The toy’s playability. This refers to the level of interaction between the toy and the child. More playable toys mean that a child can approach the toy in a number of different levels and obtain open-ended results in terms of success, enhanced self-esteem and increased play time (Miller, 1993).
3. The toy should developmentally appropriate. It should challenge the thinking of the child but should not be frustrating. One should ensure that the level of complexity of the toy matches the age of the child (Miller, 1993). 
4. Toy is durable and intended for extended use. Durability means that a toy should not break soon to be rendered useless. One should ensure that the play value last for weeks, months, or years (Miller, 1993). 
5. Toy is appealing to children. An appropriate toy is one that excites a child in terms of color, shape, and styled best for a certain age. A child should easily connect to the toy in hand (Miller, 1993). 
6. Toy is appropriate for intended use at home or child care center. An appropriate toy has a size that best fits in the space available or effectively works for a certain number of children (Miller, 1993). 
7. Toy is appropriate for both indoor and outdoor use. This refers that the toy should be flexible enough to be used indoors and outdoors. Additionally, it needs to be waterproof and easy to clean for both outdoor and indoor use (Miller, 1993). 
8. The toy can be approached from a variety of levels. The toy should be in a capacity to address various varieties of developmental stages. In other words, it should not have a single fixed function or purpose (Miller, 1993). 
9. Toy is multicultural. The toy should be in a position to contribute to a variety of ethnic groups that are presented by classroom toys, as well as free from any form of stereotyping (Miller, 1993). 
10. Toy is free of sex stereotypes. A toy needs to be usable by both sexes, does not indicate any sex role, and its color does not suggest the use by single sex (Abrams, 1990). 
11. Toy is nonviolent in nature. This means that the toy should not have any form of weapon included, it should not encourage aggression in any way, and its character should not denote any form of violence (Abrams, 1990).  
12. Toy is a result of responsible use of resources. When one buys a toy, one should consider the toys that are not disposable, but which can be passed on to other children for more use. Also, toy packages should be recycled and recyclable (Abrams, 1990).
13. Price of toy reflects its value. When making purchase decision, the play value of the toy and its durability should be worth the amount of money one wants to spend on the toy (Abrams, 1990).  
14. Addition of toy will add variety to existing play setting. Any additional to the number of toys present should be in a position to add to physical, cognitive, emotional, and social developmental areas (Abrams, 1990).
15. Similar play and value cannot be achieved by teacher-parent-made toy. The choice to purchase a toy should be overall responsible because all other possibilities or alternatives have been considered (Abrams, 1990).
Part 2
The chosen age group is that between 3-5 years. 
Puzzles
A puzzle is a game, problem, or toy that tests a person's ingenuity or knowledge. In a puzzle, the solver is expected to put pieces together in a logical way, in order to arrive at the correct solution of the puzzle.
 Why is this toy developmentally appropriate for a child in this age group? Puzzles are important because they help toddlers develop their hand-eye coordination by testing their abilities (Nichols, 1994). 
Why is this toy educational? What can children learn by playing with this toy? Puzzles are education because they help toddlers develop their problem-solving skills. They also provide many skills and mental learning benefits and opportunities (Nichols, 1994).
Why is this toy appealing to a child in this age group? The accomplishment of achieving a goal brings so much satisfaction to a child.  Overcoming the challenges involved in solving a puzzle really gives them a sense of achievement and pride within themselves.
 Would a parent select this toy? Parents can easily select puzzles because they obey all the guidelines of appropriate toys. Kids can carry these toys with them for playing alone or with the company of other children. 
Would you select this toy to use with a child in this age group? Yes I could. Puzzles are incredible learning tools. I believe that of all the educational toys, puzzles are the most versatile and well-rounded learning tool because they offer a host of valuable educational benefits that support child development. 
Is the toy safe for young children? The toy is not particularly safe because of the small size they have as an attribute
 What hazards could you anticipate with this toy and how to prevent the hazard from happening? Toddlers can put them into the mouth and this could choke them. I could ensure that these toys are clean by wiping them down regularly (National Association for Sport and Physical Education).
Construction sets
A construction set contains pieces that are standardized to allow for the construction of a variety of different models. 
Why is this toy developmentally appropriate for a child in this age group? They help kids develop a wide variety of skills and abilities. They also help prepare kids for school, sports, and life. 
Why is this toy educational? Construction play develops a vast range of skills and behaviors, such as their budding imagination, hand-eye coordination, and the physical skills (both fine and gross motor) necessary to manipulate and control the chosen toy or material. 
Why is this toy appealing to a child in this age group? Most toddlers this age are masters at stacking several blocks. They especially enjoy blocks that lock together and complex towers.
Would a parent select this toy? Size differentiation is a concept that many toddlers fail to apprehend right away. This toy gives parents a means to introduce this concept to the kids. 
Would you select this toy to use with a child in this age group? Yes I could choose this toy. While playing with building toys, the kid and I have to learn how to move and manipulate various shaped objects, big and small, that improves our fine motor control abilities.
Is the toy safe for young children? These toys are safe for children owing to their size and light nature.
What hazards could you anticipate with this toy and how to prevent the hazard from happening? Choking or cutting themselves if the building blocks have additional parts that are not age-appropriate. To prevent the hazard, one should check the building blocks have no parts that can break off and no sharp edges (National Association for Sport and Physical Education).
Balls
A ball is a round object with various uses in games, where the play of the game follows the state of the ball as it is hit, kicked, or thrown by players. 
Why is this toy developmentally appropriate for a child in this age group? At this age, ball play helps children develop grasping skills, eye-hand coordination, tracking, finger muscles, and the ability to move objects from one hand to another. 
Why is this toy educational? Ball play at this age can help children master individual gross-motor skills, such as kicking, throwing, catching, aiming, rolling, bouncing, tracking, and develop social skills through participation in simple games 
Why is this toy appealing to a child in this age group? Balls are appealing to youngsters because they begin to get the feel of repetitive rhythms, such as bouncing, grasping, and squeezing. 
Would a parent select this toy? A parent could choose a ball because it remains an entertaining toy as your child transitions from independent play and parallel play to collaborative play. 
Would you select this toy to use with a child in this age group? Yes I could choose this toy. A ball gives a chance for outdoor activities where a child gets to explore a lot in its surrounding environment. 
Is the toy safe for young children? Balls are usually safe for children because the material making it is usually light and soft enough to cause any form of harm. 
What hazards could you anticipate with this toy and how to prevent the hazard from happening? When used indoors, ball could easily cause breakage and damage to property.  Educate your child that balls should not be used as a weapon and that balls thrown in the house can cause damage (National Association for Sport and Physical Education)
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